EARLY CHILDHOOD CONNECT

2025 Year-End Summary

In March, Early Milestones Colorado launched Early Childhood Connect. Through this project,
we provided up-to-date information about how federal changes impacted Colorado’s early
childhood system. The news and updates covered the four early childhood system domains:
Learning and Development, Health and Well-being, Family Support and Education, and
Economic Mobility.

This brief provides a recap of how federal policies impacted children and families in
Colorado in 2025.
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https://earlymilestones.org/project/early-childhood-connect/
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DOMAIN: Health and Well-being

Early Childhood Vaccinations

In September, the Trump administration claimed that Tylenol could cause autism. In scientific
studies, “no single drug, chemical, or environmental factor has been strongly linked to autism.”
Tylenolis the only recommended drug to reduce fever during pregnancy. An untreated fever
can have dangerous effects for the pregnant person and child.

The administration is likely to make changes to the early childhood vaccination schedule.
Colorado has already begun creating independent systems to assess the vaccination schedule

and maintain access.

Medicaid Cuts
The federal government is cutting Medicaid by nearly $1 trillion, resulting in millions of people
losing coverage. In Colorado:

e 2 out of 5 rural children receive coverage through Medicaid

e 1 out of 3 children in urban areas have coverage through Medicaid

e 50% of children with special healthcare needs rely on Medicaid

e 1in4 child care workers are covered by Medicaid

Health Effects of Immigration Policy Change

Family detention, family member deportation, family separation, anti-immigrant harassment,
and any interaction with the immigration system are considered adverse childhood
experiences. The effects of these policies impact children regardless of their immigration
status. Effects include:

e Toxic stress
Disrupted brain development
Behavior challenges

Post-traumatic stress disorder

e Economic insecurity
e Lower academic achievement
Over 130,000 children in Colorado have a family member who could be deported.

“[My older child] stopped talking for a while, his habits have changed, he lives in fear. [My
younger child] wakes up every night looking for dad crying, screams until he falls asleep
tired of crying.”

- Colorado mother whose husband was deported


https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/the-week-in-brief-white-house-tylenol-autism-announcement-fallout-confusion/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/the-week-in-brief-white-house-tylenol-autism-announcement-fallout-confusion/
https://www.cpr.org/2025/09/17/covid-19-measles-vaccine-explained-colorado/
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/09/12/nx-s1-5538401/rfk-jr-colorado-revamps-vaccine-science-policies
https://www.coloradokids.org/about/news/press-releases/medicaid-plays-significant-role-for-kids-in-colorados-small-towns-and-rural-communities/
https://www.childrenshospitals.org/news/newsroom/2025/02/childrens-hospital-association-opposes-cuts-to-medicaid-urges-congress-to-protect-patient-care
https://kiowacountypress.net/content/report-medicaid-cuts-could-impact-1-4-colorado-child-care-workers?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#google_vignette
https://www.srcd.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/Child%20Policy%20Brief_Deportation_032025.pdf
https://coloradofiscal.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Immigration-Enforcement-Harms-Children-and-Families-2.pdf

DOMAIN: ECONOMIC MOBILITY
What is economic mobility?

Economic mobility is a family’s capacity to attain higher income levels over time.

The federal government receives a long-term return of $10 for every $1 invested in children.
Federal programs helped to cut poverty in half between 1967 and 2012. They contributed to
improved health, increased education levels, and a better labor market. Less than 9% of all
federal spending goes toward children.

How Families' Economic Mobility Is Impacted By Federal Changes

e Tariffs. Since April 1, families have spent an average of $400 more on baby supplies due
to the tariffs. The most common baby items, such as strollers, cribs, and car seats, have
increased in price by 24%.

e Tax Credits: Tax credits are a key driver of economic mobility. Over 93,000 Colorado

children will be impacted by the Child Tax Credit exclusions.

e Reconciliation Bill: The bill raises costs for low-income and working-class families by
thousands of dollars a year through higher healthcare, food, and energy costs. Wealthy
families, on the other hand, will benefit from significant tax cuts.

e SNAP Exclusions: 33,000 children in Colorado could lose access to SNAP benefits due to

new exclusions from the reconciliation bill.


https://coloradosun.com/2025/06/30/colorado-medicaid-explained-who-is-covered/
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/return-investing-children
https://www.childrensbudget.org/projects
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/3504b51d-7046-4f30-bd8c-7176a43cef4e/new-parents-are-paying-24-percent-more-for-five-common-baby-items-since-trump-s-tariffs.pdf
https://childrenthriveaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/CTAN-Budget-Reconciliation-CTC.pdf
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/congressional-republicans-reconciliation-plan-could-cost-a-working-class-family-thousands-more-per-year/
https://childrenthriveaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/CTAN-Budget-Reconciliation-SNAP.pdf

DOMAIN: LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT

President Trump signed an executive order to close the U.S. Department of Education. Here
is what the U.S. Department of Education funds in Colorado:
e Special education services for 117,000 students

e Supportfor 17,800 children experiencing homelessness
e School meals for 400,000 children

A number of federal programs, such as Head Start, WIC, and CACFP, have recently been
included on lists of programs that will exclude undocumented children. Colorado and 19

other states sued the federal government, and there are now two injunctions halting

enforcement of this policy.
Congress still needs to pass full appropriations bills for the Departments of Health and Human
Services and Education, or the programs covered by these agencies could face another

shutdown in late January. These programs include Head Start, CCDBG, IDEA, and other
programs that serve children and families.

DOMAIN: FAMILY SUPPORT AND EDUCATION

e Birthright citizenship: An executive order is attempting to end birthright citizenship for the

children of undocumented parents. There are currently injunctions in place to block the
order. For now, all children born in the U.S. still have the right to citizenship.

e Immigration arrests at schools: Immigration arrests can now happen at schools, reversing
a policy in place for decades that shielded schools, churches, and hospitals from
immigration enforcement.

e Government shutdown: The longest government shutdown in history started in October
and lasted 43 days. The shutdown threatened family-serving programs such as SNAP, Head
Start, and WIC.

Not all families have been impacted by federal changes in the same ways. This brief shares how
some families have experienced the past year and illustrates areas where Colorado can provide
additional support to ensure that all children are valued, healthy, and thriving.
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ADVANCING OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN'S SUCCESS


https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/sefaclegislativereportjanuary-2025#:~:text=2023%2D24%20Tier%20A%20Funding,-%E2%80%A2&text=The%20special%20education%20December%202022,the%202023%2D24%20school%20year.&text=The%20special%20education%20December%202023,school%20student%20population%20in%20Colorado.&text=The%20special%20education%20December%20count,2%25.&text=Given%20that%20funding%20for%20special,were%20served%20but%20not%20funded.
https://doh.colorado.gov/office-of-homeless-youth-services
https://cdhs.colorado.gov/benefits-assistance/food-assistance/food-distribution-programs/child-nutrition-and-schools
https://sentinelcolorado.com/metro/trump-officials-bars-undocumented-children-from-head-start-tabbing-it-health-care/
https://www.chalkbeat.org/2025/09/11/judges-block-trump-head-start-rule-barring-undocumented-children/
https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/trumps-birthright-citizenship-executive-order-what-happens-next
https://www.chalkbeat.org/2025/01/21/trump-policy-clears-way-for-immigration-arrests-at-schools/
https://www.cpr.org/2025/10/29/colorado-head-start-funding-government-shutdown/

